LAST YEAJEtS OF CHALDEAN EMPIRE.        365

men who died to save their own firesides! Then
exactly upon that same site, moving an inch neither
this way nor that, the stone was laid again, with
all splendor of ceremony and of honor. Above
it rose the new temple more splendid than the
old. For its roof no less than live thousand cedar
beams were required, while still more of the pro-
cious wood had to be used for its great doors. So
the new temple was finished, and into it was the
god Shainash led by the hand of Nabonidus, with
rejoicing, with display of all devotion, and with
prayers to Shamash that his care might be about
the king who had thus honored him.

At about the same time, and perhaps immedi-
ately afterward, Nabonidus began the restoration
of the temple E-ulbar, the shrine of the goddess
Aiiunit, iu the city of Sippor-Anunit. In the same
manner as before he sought the foundation stone,
but this time without such intense earnestness,
and also without success, lie was satisfied with
the discovery of the foundation stone of Sha-
garakti-Buriash,1 upon which he laid anew the
foundations, and then reerected the temple. To
this new home the goddess was introduced with
gifts and with prayers. Not for himself only were
these prayers offered, but also for the future. It
was the desire of Nabonidus that in the days to
come other kings might be raised up to rebuild
the temple when his work should have outlived
its days and the temple again be in decay.
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